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June 5, 2020 
 

Statement on the Death of George Floyd 
  
We, the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul USA, unite our hearts, voices, prayers, presence, 
and action with those of people of goodwill around the globe in affirming that black lives matter. 
 

We. Are. Outraged. 
 

The charity of Christ impels us to speak out, as yet another black man has died at the hands of law 
enforcement. Actions by those in authority in our law enforcement system reveal again and again a 
broken system of chronic racism that hurts humanity. 
 

We call for an immediate cessation of racist actions against people of color by all in positions of 
authority including all levels of law enforcement, legal systems, and governments. We call for national 
systemic change eradicating racism and eliminating white supremacy and white privilege. 
 

We. Are. In solidarity. 
 

When a sister or brother begs for help, begs for life, begs for air, begs to be released, and ultimately 
succumbs to death due to asphyxiation, we all symbolically suffocate. Our hearts ache with sorrow for 
Mr. Floyd’s friends and family, some still too young to comprehend the magnitude of the appalling 
circumstances resulting in their father’s unjust and agonizing death at the hands of out of control law 
enforcement. 
 

We applaud Minnesota Attorney General, Keith Ellison, and the Minnesota legal system for taking firm 
action to indict all four officers involved covertly or overtly in the death of our brother, George Floyd. 
 

We. Are. Committed to Action. 
 

As women given to God, in community, to serve Christ in the those who are poor, we pledge to 
confront racism within ourselves and where we encounter it. We pledge to live Catholic Social 
Teaching. We join with others in the faith community in acknowledging our own complicity in 
institutional racism and we ask forgiveness of our sisters and brothers of color. We pledge to join 
others in building the Kingdom of God. 
 

“We must love our neighbor as being made in the image of God 
and as an object of His love.” - St. Vincent de Paul 

 
The Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul of the United States of America comprises two 
Provinces of nearly 500 sisters serving in social services, prison ministry, health care, education, 
immigration, prevention of trafficking, and more. 

“SJS will continue to 
strive to not only be 
a resource for youth 
and adult education 
for our communities, 
but also a beacon of 
light reflecting the 
values of the 
Daughters of 
Charity…” 
 

- Guadalupe Preston, 
SJS Executive Director 
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SJS Transitions Ahead Through the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Dear Friends of St. Joseph Services, 
 

On June 5, 2020 the Daughters of Charity issued a statement regarding George Floyd, stating, 

“Uniting our hearts, voices, prayers, presence, and action with those of people of goodwill around 

the globe in affirming that black lives matter. We. Are. Outraged.”  St. Joseph Services, a sponsored 

work of the Daughters of Charity, fully embraces this statement, and we join their DOC pledge to 

work with others in order to make the world a better place. It has been a difficult time for many in 

our community and all across the nation as we confront racism in all its forms, while still dealing with 

the daily realities of a global pandemic. The SJS family has suffered like many others, but we have also remained focused in our 

mission to serve those in need. I am inspired daily by the efforts of our staff, students, volunteers, and partners as we work 

together to help others, showing that there is goodness and light even during difficult times. 
  

Since our offices shut down in mid-March, St. Joseph Services continues to work diligently in serving our communities of Austin 
and Humboldt Park.  As we work remotely, we have been busier than ever. SJS successfully applied for and received funding 
from the CARES Act Paycheck Protection Program, which enabled us to keep all staff employed and successful in 
providing programming. SJS was also approved for funding from the Chicago Community COVID-19 Response Fund to help 
institute digital learning into programming while our sites remain closed. Our staff is doing an amazing job adapting to new 
work conditions and quickly moved ahead to find ways to continue serving our students. Staff members are going above and 
beyond by maintaining communication with students and with one another as we developed a new digital curriculum. We are 
truly blessed to have such an amazing team! 
  

Another significant factor that helped us move forward was our incredible site partners. As St Angela’s School, St. Aloysius 
Parish, and Josephinum Academy of the Sacred Heart each faced their own uncertainties with the pandemic, we were all able to 
work together and create plans to safely maintain daily operations. We have been in communication as we work on the next 
phase of reopening. SJS is working with our partners to potentially reopen in mid-August. 
  

As SJS continues to move forward, we understand the world is forever changed by recent events. SJS will continue to strive to 
not only be a resource for youth and adult education for our communities, but also a beacon of light reflecting the values of the 
Daughters of Charity and the passion to help others as seen in our staff, volunteers, supporters, and partners. 
  

We are grateful to everyone that had a hand in this recent journey forward for your spirit of rising to the challenge of the times. 
    

    Blessings, 
    Guadalupe Preston  

St. Joseph Services postponed classes on March 21st due to state regulations for the COVID-19 pandemic. We immediately went 
to work on how to continue serving our students and moving forward as an organization. SJS staff members regularly reached 
out to students and parents, passing along healthy practices, organizational updates, and tutoring materials. We 
examined different ways to provide services and classes to our students and spent time examining how to implement digital 
learning. By April, SJS was able to provide video classes for our adult and youth programming. SJS is also excited about the 
creation of a summer camp that will incorporate digital learning in early July and mobile programming in mid to late July. 
 

While keeping all staff employed,  SJS provided regular updates to staff as they worked from home and remained in constant 
communication with one another. SJS was blessed to have a conference call with the entire staff every Friday with our former 

Director of Mission Integration, Sister Joanne Vasa, D.C., for a weekly reflection and time 
to talk as a group. In addition to  Sister Joanne’s reflection, our weekly calls included 
activities such as a household scavenger hunt, a TV-show themed trivia game, and a “10-
Finger Activity” with statements that highlighted racial barriers that we, as a nation, must 
work to overcome.  
 

SJS now has plans in place to ensure a safe and responsible transition back to “normal” 
classes for our students once we are allowed to return to our programming sites. SJS 
created a guidebook for students, volunteers, and staff meticulously outlining all COVID-
19 policies and procedures to assist the transition. 

Letter from the Executive Director 



 

 

Transforming Lives  

Educating Adults  

www.stjosephservices.org 

Youth Instructors Get Creative for Digital Learning 

Adult Education Classes Move Forward Thanks to Our Volunteers 

Youth Instructors in the After School Program in Austin and Humboldt Park worked 
together to create an exciting digital learning curriculum for our students. Due to 
restrictions this spring on large gatherings, students were offered weekly classes 
through group video calls and educational materials were regularly emailed to 
students’ families. 
 

To enhance the learning experience, Youth Instructors created a series of educational 
and enrichment videos. These videos featured youth instructors providing instruction 
on topics including creative writing, exercise, baking, gardening, art, knitting, and 

more. They were recorded by the Youth Instructors themselves and featured subjects based on their personal expertise. SJS 
posted a new video every week and they were available for students to download on the SJS website, Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, and YouTube pages. SJS Youth Instructor Janna noted, “It was so much fun to make the videos. My students thought it 
was so neat to see me on YouTube and it was a great way to engage them.” 
 

For summer programming, the creativity continues as SJS will be providing camp 
in a new format. This was especially important as many summer camp providers 
in the area were forced to cancel programming this year. The new SJS Summer 
Digital Learning Project will provide summer program activities for the month of 
July using both online and mobile enrichment activities. The activities will include 
reading and other lessons based on the skills of the Youth Instructors, which 
include art, music, and yoga. The online sessions will entail students logging-on to 
video classes with SJS provided computer tablets on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. The mobile programming will be on Tuesday and Thursday in an open-air location with adequate space for mandated 
social distancing practices. SJS was thrilled to recently secure funding to purchase the chairs, tables, and tents to use for these 
outdoors sessions and bring this idea to fruition. This “mobile classroom” will be a great opportunity for students to engage 
with each other and Youth Instructors after so many months of only having virtual encounters. 
 

SJS is so excited to get started and incredibly thankful for the creativity and flexibility of our Youth Instructors! 

SJS is continuously amazed by the dedication and commitment from our volunteers. This was especially 
highlighted after all programming was suspended in mid-March. As SJS staff was diligently working on 
ways to restart our adult education classes, many volunteers were in immediate communication with SJS 
offering to help out. By April, with the assistance of our volunteers, SJS had reached out to all our adult 
education students and created a virtual class schedule. Soon volunteers were conducting one-on-one 
classes with students by phone and video calls. SJS was able to continue classes for 27 of our students! 
 

Our Computer Literacy students were able to begin lessons again in late May as SJS Computer Literacy 
Manager Alex worked tirelessly to create a group video class. Alex reached out to his students and 

worked on a schedule for anyone wanting computer instruction. Now digital classes are offered three times a week! Thank you 
to all of our volunteers for helping SJS carry on and serve our students and community! 

St. Joseph Services recently held its first ever Virtual Variety Show for staff, 
volunteers, students and their families. This online gathering was in place of our 
Annual Family Night. Everyone had a great time watching the various talents of the 
SJS family with performances including a praise dance, a father/daughter magic 
routine, singing, and musical instruments. The show concluded with a game of 
bingo and a sing-along to “Lean on Me.” 

HP Virtual Family Night - Variety Show  

Developing Youth 



 

 

Program Locations                              

 St. Joseph Services 
Administrative Office 

1501 N Oakley Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 278-0484 
(at Josephinum 

Academy) 

Austin 
 1332 N Massasoit Ave 

Chicago, IL 60651 
(773) 796-5110 

(at St. Angela School) 
 
 

Austin 
501 N Central Ave 
Chicago, IL 60644 

(at Austin Community 
Family Center) 

 
 

Humboldt Park 
1510 N Claremont Ave 

Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 278-0485 

(at St. Aloysius Parish 
Monsignor Thiele 

Center) 

Avondale 
3043 N Francisco Ave 

Chicago, IL 60618 
(at Resurrection Parish) 

 
 
 

Glenview 
3535 Thornwood Ave 

Glenview, IL 60026 
(at St. Catherine Labouré  

Parish) 

Save the Date! 

16th Annual Fall Festival: Tailgate Style 
Saturday, November 14th, 2020 

Location TBD — In-person or Virtual 
Save the date for our 16th Annual Fall Festival as we celebrate Tailgate Style 

once again! Whether this event is in-person or a virtual one, we look forward to 
celebrating with you!! More details to come as we get 

closer to the date! 

We are excited to “see” you there!! 

Everyone at SJS 
would like to say 

THANK YOU 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To all the essential 
workers for keeping us 
safe and healthy these 

past few months!! 

Helpful Resources: 
 Stay Updated with the CDC 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%
3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%
2Findex.html  

 City of Chicago Updates https://

www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/
mayor.html  

 Community Resources 
https://www.jcfs.org/COVID-19-
community-resources  

 Resources to Aid Families During 
Shutdown https://www.ctulocal1.org/

covid19/resources/  
 Mental Health & Self-Care 

Resources https://

www.tenpercent.com/chicago  
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